[
| 4

\\|

The First Baptist Informer

Rockingham, North Carolina
“T'o know Christ and make Him known”

Volume XL.* Number 12 * December 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017

Resource Recording Team
Monday, Dec 4, 2017
Bonnie Barnes, Joanne Cadieu
Monday, Dec 11, 2017
Mary Joyner, Judy McEntire
Monday, Dec 18, 2017
Charles Harrill, J.C. Lamm, Bill Featherston
Tuesday, Dec 26, 2017
Sally Pierce, Beverly Carnes
Tuesday, Jan 2, 2018
Judy McEntire, Gene Barnes

Attendance Report
Sunday, Oct 29, 2017 Sunday, Nov 5, 2017
Sunday School-69 Sunday School-63
Worship Service-84 Worship Service-103
Sunday, Nov 12, 2017 Sunday, Nov 19, 2017
Sunday School- 68 Sunday School-69
Worship Service-100 Worship Service-97

Sunday, Nov 26, 2017

Sunday School-48
Worship Service-94

Serving on Sunday, December 3, 2017
Nursery: Marjorie Rainey/Cynthia Morris
2’s & 3s: Claudia Robinette/Gabrielle Goodwin
Church Security: John Yates
Greeters: Mary Joyner/Debbie Knight

Serving on Sunday, December 10, 2017
Nursery: Elaine Wilson/Graeson Diaz
Cherub Choir: Patricia Greene, Brenda Tyler, Judy
Harris
Church Security: Ric Buckner
Greeters: Judy Harrelson/Steve and Cynthia Morris

Serving on Sunday, December 17, 2017
Nursery: Mary Joyner/Joanne Cadieu
2s & 3s: Debbie Knight/Dana Pope
Children’s Church: Debbie Mclver/Kathy Griffis
Church Security: Graham Jenkins
Greeters: Frances Godwin/Elaine Wilson/Bobbie
Sue Ormsby

Serving on Sunday, December 24, 2017
Nursery: Elaine Davis/Erin Gregory
Church Security: Mark Cockerton
Greeters: Mandy Allen/Dennis Holloway

Serving on Sunday, December 31, 2017

From the Pasfory Pen... |

Dr. Henry Fields said, “They are everywhere. Go hunting and sud-
denly you come to one. Go visiting and you find them neatly enclos-
ing sacred spots called home. What are they! They are fences.” And
fences are every where. Some are high, some are low. Some are made
of wood, some of stone, others are made of metal. Primarily there are
two reasons for erecting fences - to keep something in or to keep some-
thing out. Some fences keep children and pets safe from outside dan-
gers. Other fences keep deer and other creatures out of our gardens.
Fences provide both protection and privacy.

Robert Frost penned a poem about fences called “The Mending
Wall” suggesting that fences are not always built of wood, metal or
stones. Some are built with emotions and feelings of hate, mistrust,
jealousy or fear. They get built between husbands and wives, parents
and children, coworkers and friends, and cause pain and heartache.
They get built between different races, religions, ethnic groups and po-
litical parties, and cause bigotry and hate - even war between nations.
No doubt, some fences need to be built while others need to be re-
moved.

Since Christmas just a few weeks away when we celebrate the birth
of Christ, let us not forget that Jesus loved and died for all people eve-
rywhere - not just for a few. In others words, he was not a fence build-
er. He was a bridge builder. And if He were to build a fence, it would
encircle the entire world. It would include everyone and exclude no
one. Let us be glad that He included us.

May each of you be blessed by and experience the precious gifts of
Christmas - Hope, Peace, Joy and of course Love!

Nursery: Nan Bates/Bobbie Sue Ormsby

2s & 3s: Melanie Lampley

Children’s Church: Crystal & Jason Coen
Church Security: Steve Morris

Greeters: Mary Joyner/Steve and Cynthia Morris
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We hope everyone has a safe and joyful Christmas season.
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As Associate Pastor here at First Baptist, I want to add my official word of
welcome to Judy Harris who will be our Choir Director and Accompanist start-
ing January 3, 2018. It has been a joy for me to get to know Judy during my
time here thus far. Without a doubt, she is an incredibly talented musician
whose passion and love of music flows through her and from her to touch those
who are listening. Judy also has a deep love for First Baptist and the God we
worship. Her creativity, devotion to children, leadership, and mind for worship
are wonderful qualities that she brings to the table. I am so glad that God called in this direction, and that
the Personnel Committee and Judy were attentive to God’s lead.

When I came to First Baptist almost three and a half years ago, I was new to you - there were certainly
advantages to that - and you welcomed me with open arms and hearts. I was then, and remain to this day,
incredibly grateful for and humbled by your welcome and support. Your love and support were keys to me
landing on my feet and figuring out how to do this ministry work well. While Judy is certainly not new to
this church, it is my sincere prayer that you see the importance of your genuine love and support for her and
our music ministry. I encourage each of us not to underestimate the part we can play in the success of First
Baptist Church’s ministry and mission. Together I believe we can move forward into the future doing some
amazing things. As we enter this Advent and Christmas season, I give great thanks for you, for our church,
and most especially for the ways God is working! I pray each of you has a beautiful and blessed Christmas! I
am truly excited, and I look toward the future with hope!

Thank you to everyone who contributed gifts to Operation Christmas Child all year long.
Thanks to each one of you who prepared boxes and volunteered during the “drop off” week.
Please keep praying for our 119 boxes from First Baptist Church and the 1,647 boxes that
passed through our church doors that week. Merry Christmas!! Dr. Nelson and Bonnie
Barnes.

Dear First Baptist Church, Thank you for the many demonstrations of love shown to our staff and
students. Everyone loved the cupcakes and sweets, the school supplies were very appreciated, and
supporting our “Beautiful You” project means so very much! Your partnership with our school is
invaluable and appreciated. With many thanks, Monroe Avenue Elementary School.

Sympathy for the family of ...
Terri Hamilton who passed away. She is Doris Hamilton’s daughter.
Christopher Hanks who passed away. He is Hazel Todd’s adopted great-grandson.
Hannah Gandy who passed away. She is Corinne Watson’s niece.

12/1 Sarah Auman 12/2 Nan Bates 12/3 Virginia Auman
12/6 Benjamin Ewing 12/7 Pat Buckner 12/9 Joanne Cadieu
12/12 Diane Stokes 12/12 Leah Ann Melvin 12/13 Gene Barnes
12/14 Kenneth Robinette 12/16 Marjorie Hinson 12/16 Susan Wheeler
12/22 Carol Chappell 12/22 Scott Emerson 12/23 Jacob Coen
12/24 Deborah Knight 12/24 Holli Hayes 12/25 Helen Cox

12/30 Alex Cockerton 12/31 Randy Warren




Thank You Update on your generous responses to our AC/Heating loan. As of
SO mUCh! November 26", $92,818.95 has been deposited in our account.

White Christmas Bags

White Christmas Bags are located throughout the church. Pick up a bag with a list of suggested needs
and return it by Sunday, December 17th. Items will be given to Our Daily Bread Food Ministry that
helps to serve those in need throughout our local community. Please fill your bag as you are able. All
! items will be greatly appreciated. Questions: contact Mandy Allen or Christy Warren.

12/18 - Lloyd and Marjorie Hinson - 24 yrs
12/24 - Clay and Melissa Ewing - 22 yrs
12/24 - Harvey and Hilda Auman - 64 yrs
12/24 - Hunter and Laurene Ennis - 67 yrs
12/29 - Norvin and Ellen Forester - 51 yrs

Let’s Go Caroling
Christmas caroling for all who desire to share the good news of Christ in song with our homebound
members is on December 10th at 4:00 pm. After caroling, everyone will return to the church for hot
drinks. Hope to see you there.

Children’s Christmas Party
Friday, December 8th at 6:00 pm in S150

Come join us for a wonderful time of fun, food, laughter, music, the Christmas story, and more!

o Youth Christmas Party!
Saturday, December 16th
LR 650 -8:00 pm 6@@
OFFERINGS SR Christmas v
Giving October  Nov 126 More Details to come!!
Summary 2017 2017
General Fund 20,827 22242

Chall. to Maint. 350 - |

Memorials & Honor 1,229 1,095 SORRY, WE'RE

Radio Ministry/Sound 800

Bapéist Men/Ramp Min. 150 78 CLOSED Our annual community Blue
Fellowship Fund 88 7 i

Katie Yates Fund S Christmas service is Tuesday,
Heating and Air Cond. 7,789 10,732 The church office will be closed on

Wed. Fellowship Meals 337 295 : ” December 19th at 6:30 pm
School Uniforms 70 Friday, December 22" and Monday, |, ,

Youth Ministries 250 0 in the Episcopal Church next
0CC 137 December 25™. ,
Missions 200 door. Come be a part of this
Total Gifts 31,532 37,529 time of worship as we

Budget req. to date 327,615 WEDNESD acknowledge that the hol-
Gifts to date 265,156 ‘ ‘® idays can be, and often are

YTD req. e
under actual gifts (62,459) FELLOWSHIP difficult. Our God hears and

% giving to req. 81% knows that and longs to be
There will be no Wednesday

) with us!
night activities on December 28™.




December 2 - Hanging of the Greens (Practice), 10 am
ﬂ\ /‘\ December 3 - Hanging of the Greens Worship Service, 10:55 am
{mxy December 6 - Youth Council Meeting, 7:30 pm

” December 8 - Children’s Christmas Party (S150), 6 pm
§ : December 10 - Christmas Caroling, 4 pm
December 16 - Youth Christmas Party, 6 - 8 pm
Ch e Ck December 17 - The Christmas Story, 4 pm (Told by our Children and Youth)
Your December 19 - Blue Christmas Service, Episcopal Church, 6:30 pm
Calendar December 22 - Church Office Closed
December 24 - Lessons and Carols Worship Service, 11 am

- Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service, 5 pm

December 25 - Merry Christmas (Church Office Closed)

Graeson Diaz will be baptized on Sunday, December 17th during our morning
worship. We hope you will join us as Graeson publicly declares her love for Christ,

Baptism and that you will help us to welcome her officially into our congregation.

Christmas is the season for giving. Because God gave the world His son and our Savior, we also have the  priv-
ilege, the blessing, and the responsibility to give our prayers and money to support Baptist Missionaries who seek
to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ through multiple avenues around the globe. Such a monumental task re-
quires participation from every believer, and at FBC we have the opportunity to support missions through two
Baptist groups:
The Global Missions Offering (Cooperative Baptist Fellowship)
The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (Southern Baptist Convention)

The goal at First Baptist Church is $2,500.00. Please designate your gifts to either missions organization.
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Dr. James J. Nelson, Senior Pastor
§ "9 )$ " §
Rev. Patricia Greene, Associate Pastor/
Minister to Families
9 ) $ "¢
Chris McEntire, Director of Accounting
- o " -
Daniel Short, Custodian
John Thompson, Administrative Assistant/
Financial Secretary
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In Memory

Mrs. Peggy Taylor Mrs. Doris Allen

Death is a Journey

Death is at once
The end of the body’s
Old journey
And the beginning of the soul’s
New journey.

Sri- Chinmoy
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